
Psalm 78: How to Create a Lasting 
Impact Through Biblical Wisdom 
Psalm 78 is a phenomenal chapter. I just want to read the first three verses to you this 
morning: 

"Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will 
open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told us." 

Learning from History: God Is Revealing Himself 
I love the sound of children in the sanctuary. It doesn't bother me at all. Do you know 
why? Because if we didn't have those little voices, what would that mean? 

Psalm 78 falls into that group of about six historical psalms. The German philosopher 
Hegel once said, "The one thing we learn from history is that we don't learn from 
history." And sadly, that's true. When you study the Bible and church history, you'll see 
God's people often make the same mistakes. 

Asaph looked at Israel's history and saw forgetfulness, faithlessness, foolishness, and 
failure. And he tried to make sense of what it all meant. That's what he's doing here. 
These "dark sayings of old" are not obvious; they're spiritually discerned. Parables are 
like that. Many don't get it. Jesus even quoted this psalm after telling the parable of the 
leaven. He revealed the truth to the disciples after the crowd left. He hid the from those 
who wouldn't believe, those who didn't have ears to hear. 

Jesus didn't waste His time on people who wouldn't listen. And the psalmist here? He 
finds hidden truth in history. Jesus revealed hidden truth in nature. Both point us to 
God. He's not a hidden God. He wants to be known. He's not playing hide and seek. He's 
revealing Himself. If you want to see Jesus, open your Bible. He's on every page. God is 
shouting, "Here I am!" He wants you to see Him, to know Him, to walk with Him. What a 
privilege. 

Our Responsibility to Pass On Faith 
Let me read verses 4 through 7: 

"We will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to come the praises 
of the Lord, and His strength and His wonderful works that He has done. For He 



established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded 
our fathers, that they should make them known to their children; that the generation to 
come might know them, the children who would be born, that they may arise and 
declare them to their children." 

While preparing this message, I thought, "Okay, there's a baby dedication, and it's 
Memorial Day. Where can I hit both? I found it right here. 

Parents, this passage is for you. The psalmist says, "We will not hide them…" Hide what? 
The revelations God has made about Himself. His strength, His works, His laws. We're 
going to tell our kids! We're going to praise God in front of them. We will talk about 
what He's done in our family, His kindness, mercy, and faithfulness. 

And we will make sure our kids can pass it on, too. Father to son. Son to grandson. 
Grandson to great-grandson. It's a relay race. We're handing off the baton of truth from 
one generation to the next. The race must go on. 

One of the worst things a parent can say is, "I don't want to force religion on my kids. 
I'll let them decide when they're older." Really? So, while they're still tender and 
impressionable, you let the world shape them instead? 

God holds parents accountable for the spiritual instruction of their kids. The church is 
here to support you, not replace you. We'll do everything we can to help, but the 
responsibility is yours. 

The result of passing on faith? Verse 7 says, "That they may set their hope in God." Oh, 
how we need hope! In this stressed-out world, where are people putting their hope? 
Let's raise kids who put theirs in God. 

The Tragic Consequences of Silence 
Verses 8 through 11 show what happens if we don't do this: 

"And may not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation… The children 
of Ephraim, being armed and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. They did 
not keep the covenant of God. They refused to walk in His law, and forgot His works 
and wonders." 

This is what happens when we don't indoctrinate our kids in the truth of God. Yes, 
indoctrinate—train them up! Because if we don't, chaos follows. There was a breakdown 
in communication in Israel. The line of spiritual truth snapped, and the nation fell into 
disorder. 



Ephraim, yes, was the tribe, but it was also symbolic of the northern kingdom that 
broke away under Rehoboam. They abandoned the faith of their fathers. They made up 
their own religion. It was something easy and pleasing to the flesh. No sacrifice. No 
cross. No commitment. 

Verse 9 says they turned back on the day of battle. Oh, they had the gear. Their bows 
were polished. They could hit the bullseye at target practice. But they never fought a 
battle. Why? Because they had no real faith. 

It was all for show. The soldiers marched in parades, wearing shiny buttons, knowing 
the lingo. But when it was time to stand, they ran. Their plan? "Let's blind the enemy 
with the dust cloud as we retreat." Their idea of victory was just surviving. 

We've got too many people like that today dressed like soldiers, talking like soldiers, 
but when the heat is on, they are nowhere to be found. Knowing the cadence isn't 
enough. Are you in step with God? 

Standing Firm and Believing for the Next Generation 
So what do we do? We stand. Paul said, "I've fought the fight. I've run the race. I've 
kept the faith." Not run away from the enemy, but run toward the battle, as David did. 
When Goliath stepped up, David didn't flinch. He said, "Let's get this on, you big ugly 
monster!" (That might be a paraphrase, but it works.) 

Verses 10 and 11 explain why Israel failed: "They didn't keep God's covenant. They 
refused to walk in His law. They forgot His works." God had revealed Himself, and they 
rejected it. 

At one point, God even told Moses, "Let's wipe them out and start over with you." And 
He meant it. But Moses stood in the gap. 

Friends, we're in a spiritual battle. That's why we're told to put on the full armor of God. 
A line needs to be drawn in this country, and we must stand. Whether we live or die, we 
stand! Knock me down? I'll get back up in the name of the Lord. 

And here's something that stirred my spirit. I was watching the news, secular news, 
mind you, and I heard this: Generation Z, those born since 1997, are turning to 
Christianity in droves. Young men especially. They're embracing faith and conservative 
values, and even the world is noticing. 

I thought, "God, are we on the edge of another Jesus Revolution?" It's always the 
young who fight the battles. Maybe God is drafting a whole new generation of warriors. 
Let's believe for that. 



Closing Prayer 
"Father, thank You for the promises You've given us as parents, not just for sunny days, 
but for every day. Strengthen moms and dads. Help them. Encourage them. Shape their 
children into men and women who will serve You with their whole hearts. And Lord, for 
Generation Z, raise up an army of young men and women who won't just carry 
Christian values but who will carry Christ Himself. Let them be the ones who lead a 
revival in our land. We thank You for the children in our church, each voice, each heart. 
And we pray blessings over them and over every family represented here. In Jesus' 
name, amen." 
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