winning the Lost:
Paul’'s Approach to Evangelism in a Modern World

The Call to Win Souls

Beginning in 1 Corinthians 9:19, Paul writes:

"Though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I
might win the more. To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews... I
have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. Now
this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.”

The gospel is a message of human guilt and divine forgiveness. Aren't you
thankful that we serve a God who forgives us of our sins? Amen!

As believers, our responsibility is not just to share the gospel but to invite people
to Christ. Evangelism is more than teaching—it's about winning souls. Five times
in this passage, Paul uses the word win. Winning is what it's all about when it
comes to sharing the gospel.

The Power of an Invitation

We often underestimate the impact of a simple invitation. Imagine two
neighbors heading to their cars—one with golf clubs, the other with a Bible.

"Hey Henry, want to go golfing?”
"Not today, Fred. I'm going to church.”

"Henry, for two years, I've invited you to golf. Why haven't you ever invited me
to church?”

Good question. If we struggle to invite someone to church, how much harder is
it to invite them to Christ? We must be bold in our faith, ready to extend the
invitation. Remember, salvation is not a hard sell—it's a free gift.



Knowing Your Audience

Jesus was the master communicator. He tailored His message to His listeners,
breaking it down into terms they could understand. Paul followed the same
principle:

"Though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I
might win the more.”

Paul wasn't watering down the gospel but adapting his approach. He recognized
the importance of understanding his audience. Not everyone thinks the same
way. Some have never been to church, while others are prodigals who know the
truth but are running from it. The message never changes, but the method must
fit the audience.

The Process of Evangelism

Sharing your faith isn't about forcing a decision—it's about being part of the
process. Some plant, some water, but God gives the increase. Studies suggest it
takes multiple encounters with the gospel before someone accepts Christ. You
may be planting seeds that someone else will later harvest.

Paul understood this. He approached evangelism with love, not as a bull in a
china shop. He reminded the Thessalonians:

"We were gentle among you... well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel
of God but also our own lives.”

Evangelism isn't just about preaching—it's about loving people and investing in
their lives.

Are We Really Fishing for Souls?
Jesus called us to be fishers of men. So, let's ask ourselves:
1. Do we really want to catch fish?

e What are we doing as a church if we aren’t passionate about
winning souls?

2. Are we willing to change our bait?



e If one method isn't working, we may need a new approach.
Fishermen carry different bait for different fish—shouldn't we do
the same?

Fishing for Men vs. Fishing for Fish

Fishing for fish and fishing for souls are very different. When you catch a fish,
you take something alive and make it dead. But when you win a soul, you take
something dead and bring it to life! That's the power of the gospel.

And remember—our job is to catch the fish, not clean them. Only God can
transform a person'’s heart.

Getting Out of the Boat

Many Christians love sitting in the boat—enjoying the church, the fellowship, the
comfort. But Jesus didn't call us to be keepers of the aquarium—He called us to
be fishers of men.

We've drifted from soul-winning to maintenance mode. We focus on keeping the
church comfortable rather than reaching the lost. But the real work of the
church happens outside the building. Jesus met people where they were—at
wells, streets, and homes. He didn't wait for them to come to Him.

Gone Fishing

Imagine if we hung a sign on the door at the end of service that said, Gone
Fishing.

The greatest miracles don't happen in the boat—they happen when we step out
in faith. Peter didn't walk on water while sitting in the boat—he had to step out
first. If we want to see lives changed, we must be willing to go where the people
are.

Living Sermons

The best sermons aren't preached from the pulpit—they're lived out in our daily
lives. People won't always come to church to hear a preacher, but they will listen
to a friend, a coworker, or a neighbor who genuinely cares.



Let's commit to sharing our faith. Invite someone to church. Invite someone to
Christ. You don't have to have all the answers—just a heart that loves people.
Your sincerity will speak louder than any words.

A Challenge to the Church

What if, next Sunday, someone stood up and said, “This is my friend. I shared
the gospel with him over lunch, and now he’s given his life to Christ.”

Wouldn't that be amazing?

Some people you lead to Christ may never step foot in this church, but they will
step into Heaven. And that's what it's all about—getting people to Heaven.

So, let's get out of the boat. Let's cast our nets. Let's go fishing!

Closing Prayer

Father, open our eyes to the opportunities around us. Help us to be sensitive to
the needs of those who are lost. Give us the boldness to invite, to share, to love.
Let Your Spirit guide us as we step out in faith. And may we see a harvest of
souls for Your kingdom. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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